IV
THE CRUCIBLE OF IMMORTALITY

ONE of the most spiritual concepts ever
recurring in Hinduism is Immortality.
The Sanskrit word is Amrita, which has
the root mar, meaning " death," preceded
by the privative vowel a, giving the final
significance " without death," "immortal".
In Greek, the word appears as ambrotos^
"immortal," whence ambrosia, "the food
of the Gods ". In a Hindu prayer, Amrita
or Immortality appears in a striking
phrase, " I offer myself in the crucible of
Immortality".

But what is Immortality? In general,
we think of it as a condition which is the
very negation of everything connoted by
death. For death is sorrow, it is diminu-
tion, it leads to the annihilation of all we
prize as life. So as we turn from that